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2022 Book Selection is . . .

“An American Sunrise” - a collection of poetry by Joy Harjo
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What is a land acknowledgement?

Native Americans 
that lived in the 
Malden area were 
called the 
Massachusett
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● 3 term Poet Lau re ate of 

the Unit ed States

● mem ber of the Mvskoke 

Nation and belongs to 

Oce Vpofv (Hick o ry 

Ground)

● Author of 9 books of 

poetry

● Musician and artist with 7 

award winning albums

● Chan cel lor of the Acad e 

my of Amer i can Poets
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                   2022 Malden Reads Companion Books
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this morning
i told the flowers
what i’d do for you
and they blossomed      - rupi kaur

Look, if you had, one shot, 
or one opportunity to seize everything you ever wanted, 
in one moment, 
would you capture it, or just let it slip? 

– Eminem, Lose Yourself
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Joy Harjo talks to Oprah Winfrey about her path to poetry
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLmGUOwoOe4


8



“Let’s Play with Poetry”
Refrigerator Magnetic Poetry Sets

Created by Elena Martinez
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2022 Upcoming Selection of 
Events & Programming
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Understanding Poetry Workshop 
March 10th, 2022 @ 7-8:30PM

Via Zoom

The Malden Writers Collaborative will offer a 
workshop/discussion that aims to deepen one's 
understanding and appreciation of poetry, using 
excerpted poems from Joy Harjo's book "An American 
Sunrise." 

Open to all community members via Zoom
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CD Collins
Poet, Author, Storyteller

“Courageous Poetry” 
Workshop & Final Presentation

March 2022
You don’t need to be a poet to take this class in writing poetry. 
Through in-class exercises, we’ll write and share poetry with a final 
presentation open to the community.

What are you struggling with right now? 
What are the challenges?

What is a portal of joy to you, a source of strength?

Like Joy Harjo’s poetry, this workshop will 
explore themes of identity, courage, family 
history, personal challenges, and hope. 
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First Parish Interfaith Worship Service
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Rev. Otto O’Connor



Film Screenings
& Discussions
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Words on the Water:
Poetry & Nature on the Malden River

May 2022
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“Ode to the Stars”  Stargazing on Waitt’s Mount
August 2022
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Y
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U
T
H
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Youth Poet Laureate
City of Malden
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19

Sharing Poetry Project



Find out more at 
www.maldenreads.org
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http://www.maldenreads.org/


Adelaide Breed Bayrd Foundation
Malden Industrial Aid Society
City of Malden / Community Development Block Grant
Malden Cultural Council

Local Businesses & Organizations
Local residents

Malden Public Library
Urban Media Arts (UMA)

Complete list (annually) on our website

www.maldenreads.org/sponsor

Funding & Support
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Poem “Seven Generations” - from An American Sunrise by Joy Harjo


