
ORDER TO AMEND CHAPTER 11 REVISED 
ORDINANCES OF 2020 SECTION 

BY ADDING 11.08.155 CONTAINING PROVISIONS RELATED TO 
FENCING ADJOINING STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND TRAILS 

 
Sponsors: Councillors Winslow and Murphy 
 
By adding Section 11.08.155 MAINTENANCE OF PRIVATE FENCING 
NEXT TO PUBLIC PROPERTY by adding the following language:  
 
 

 

A. Every owner of property adjoining any public or private street, alley, 

sidewalk, trail or other public land shall ensure any fencing along the 

perimeter of their property remains erect and that any barbed or razor wire 

remains strung at least 7 feet above ground level. No such owner shall allow 

any perimeter fence, barbed or razor wire to encroach on or above any 

public street, private street, alley, sidewalk, trail or other public land or 

otherwise pose a hazard to members of the public lawfully using such areas.  

B. As of November , 2020, razor wire may not be installed or replaced on 

any fence in the City of Malden.  

C. This ordinance may be enforced in the manner provided in Mass. Gen. 

Laws ch 40 § 21D by City Code Enforcement Officers, agents of the 

Inspectional Service Department, or Department of Public Works 

supervisory personnel. Penalties for violations of this Ordinance will be 

strictly enforced, and are as follows: 

1. first offense shall be a written, 30-day warning  

2. second offense - $300 for each continuing day of violation.  

D. The City may remove the fencing and wiring if: (1) such fencing and 

wiring has caused an injury to a member of the public present on public 

property, or (2) if the property owner fails to comply within three days after 

notice of the second offense. The City may seek reimbursement for the costs 

of removal of the fencing and wiring in violation of ordinance from the 

property owner.  


