
From: Stephen Winslow
To: Carol Ann Desiderio
Subject: Re: OML determination - Council on July 28
Date: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 10:45:01 AM
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Carol Ann:

Here's my response to your request:

Voice mails: I have reviewed my voice mail records. I don't have any voicemails. I do have a
phone record of receiving a call from Councillor Colón Hayes on November 17, 2025 at 12:33
pm and a call on November 18, 2025 at 2:12 PM to Councillor O'Malley both which related to
obtaining information about the process to replace a member of the Northeast Voke board as I
explained to our Legal Office. 

Text messages: I have attached a copy of the text message I received from Mr. Donahue

E-mails: I have attached an e-mail from a constituent about the proposed appointment of Mr.
Donahue. 

Other documents: I attached the letter from Mayor Christenson which is already part of the
public record. 

Steve

From: Carol Ann Desiderio <cdesiderio@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2026 3:35 PM
To: Peg Crowe <pcrowe@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Paul Condon <pcondon@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>;
Amanda Linehan <alinehan@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Ryan O'Malley
<romalley@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Ari Taylor <ataylor@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Stephen Winslow
<swinslow@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Chris Simonelli <csimonelli@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Jadeane
Sica <jsica@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Carey McDonald <cmcdonald@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Michelle
Luong <mluong@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Karen Colón Hayes <kcolonhayes@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>
Cc: Lisa M. Cagno <lcagno@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Alicia McNeil <amcneil@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>;

mailto:swinslow@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG
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November 13, 2025 
 
The Honorable Malden City Council 
Malden Government Center 
200 Pleasant Street 
Malden, MA 02148 
 
Dear Members of the Council: 
 
I am writing to you regarding filling the open position on the Northeast Metropolitan Regional 
Vocational School Committee with the passing of James Holland. As City Clerk Carol Ann 
Desiderio indicated, the Regional Community Agreement under which the School Committee 
operates calls for any vacancy to be filled by the local School Committee and City Council, 
acting jointly. The appointment is temporary in that they shall serve until the next regular 
biennial election. 


I considered gauging interest from members of our community but after giving this additional 
thought, I believe it would result in a lengthy, unwieldy and undefined process. This is a 
unique situation and there is simply no criteria that would guide the type of process that we 
may conduct for an open position on a board or commission. When combined with the 
temporary nature of the appointment and the importance of having Malden represented as 
soon as possible, Malden is better served with a more immediate appointment. 


Therefore, I am recommending to the City Council and School Committee the appointment of 
Jeffrey Donahue to fill the open position until the next election. He is a lifelong Malden 
resident and former Ward 4 City Councillor but more importantly, Jeff has spent his career in 
the trades as a carpenter and union leader where he has been passionate about the role 
vocational education should play in our education system. He recently ran for the Malden 
School Committee where he also spoke about the importance of vocational education.  
Malden would be uniquely situated by having a representative who has hands-on experience 
in the trades, a true passion for vocational education, and local political experience. I think 
this background will serve us well as the Voke opens a new facility and expands enrollment.   


City 
 


of 
             MASSACHUSETTS 


www.cityofmalden.org 


  Gary Christenson, Mayor  
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Page 2 
 


I would recommend that we follow the same process that Chelsea recently did in having the 
City Council first vote on the appointment, and subsequently, the School Committee. I would 
also ask that we move expeditiously with filling this vacancy. Thank you for your 
consideration. 


Sincerely, 


 
GARY CHRISTENSON  
Mayor, City of Malden 
 
cc:  Mr. Jeffrey Donahue 


Jennifer Spadafora, Vice Chair of 
 Malden School Committee 
  



mailto:info@cityofmalden.org






Text Message • SMS
Oct 26, 2018 at 7:23 PM


Fyi. On Exchange Street.. this $1.7 million state and federal 
investment in Malden includes a repaved street and parking 
on both sides for cars, better sidewalks and crosswalks for 
the stream of pedestrians who use the T and shop.  The 
bicycle lanes can readily be included at no cost to the city 
and do benefit the growing number of bikes downtown.  The 
project requires bikes lanes or the $$$ will go to another 
city...


????


Who's this


Steve Winslow


The developers who are or have built on exchange st should 
have paid for lighting and sidewalks through mitigation..very 
common,  I always got that..aside from that we just did the 
angle parking  about 12 years ago and it added a substantial 
number of spots..and costs were incurred from the city. To 
reduce the spots to add a bike lane is laughable..unlike 100 
% of the council i have lived in malden sq for 40 years...so 
to say you understand the traffic or the need for bikes down 
here is a stretch...give the funding away..we already have an 
underused bike path and bikes strewn all over the place. If 
you guys think this is an issue people want addressed and 
can say with confidence myself and everyone I solicited 
votes from made a drastic mistake...but you guys carry on 
as usual, it all washes out in the end...


The businesses are on board all along Exchange Street 
including Exchange St Bistro which wanted outdoor dining 
over parking..Actually we end up with a few more public 
spaces. 70000 lime bike trips this year. Lots of people 
walking and biking on the trail.  Ironic you mention 
mitigation.  That shipped sailed with Kinnon's paper that 
divided the $$$ between all the wards..


98 % percent of those business owners do not live in 
malden...I am well aware of all of their actual 
residences..70,000 trips is actually not realistic, and 
mitigation is not split up between wards when we are talking 
about lights and sidewalks...I am not here to go tit for tat.. it 
is pretty clear you think I have no idea what I am talking 
about...guess you forgot that I did my homework when I was 
lucky enough to sit where you are now..but I have a ball 
game to watch, maybe someone a little less astute to how 
things work might by this, but I don't..I am as passionate 
about this as you were that evening the guys dog shit on 
The bike path...so kets just leave it at that...enjoy the game..


Enjoy the game!! Watching myself..


Text Message • RCS
Mon, Nov 17 at 5:20 PM


Councillor, Jeff Donahue here, I am Reaching out to ask for 
support tomorrow evening for the  Vocational tech, School 
committee. I was surprised when the Mayor asked me to 
serve, but I did not hesitate to say yes. As someone who 
has been in the trades for 40+ years, I feel that I have alot 
to offer the students of the Voke. In the last 25  years I have 
guided approximately 50 - 60 Young men and women from 
Malden into the trades. I have had that success by 
understanding the ins and outs of the interview process, 
and what that looks like. I have also been a mentor to many 
of them to make sure they stay on the right path during 
their apprenticeship period as well. I believe my instutional 
knowledge of all construction trades in the Boston area,as 
well as my connections with Business managers and 
organizers for the trades gives me a great repoire to try and 
advocate for our students. I know we may not see eye to 
eye on some issues, and that's ok it's politics. But I am firm 
in my belief that this would be a great fit for me. If you 
would consider me that would be greatly appreciated, and I 
am more than happy to answer any questions you may 
have..thanks for your time. Jeff..








Outlook


Public comment in response to paper 432-25


From Kaitlyn McCarron <kaitlyn.mccarron@gmail.com>
Date Tue 11/18/2025 12:03 PM
To Carol Ann Desiderio <cdesiderio@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; Stephen Winslow


<swinslow@CITYOFMALDEN.ORG>; jgray@maldenps.org <jgray@maldenps.org>


Good afternoon, 


I am deeply concerned at the mayor's choice to appoint Jeffrey Donahue to the open seat on
the Northeast Metro Tech school committee. I believe Mayor Christianson decided against
gauging public interest because the people of Malden have already made it clear through the
election process: we do not want Mr. Donahue on a school committee; hence his recent election
loss. This appointment goes directly against the will of the people; many of us having concerns
over Mr. Donahue's history of threatening or bullying comments in public. He does not and
should not represent our city. 


Thank you, 
Kaitlyn McCarron, Ward 6 


 


This email has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Click here to report
this email as spam.
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OpenMeeting (AGO) <openmeeting@mass.gov>
Subject: OML determination - Council on July 28
 
Councillors,
As you know, I have been calling around to poll for availability for the purpose of holding a Council
meeting on July 28. I have not been able to reach all of you directly but I have reached enough to know
we have confirmed a quorum. The purpose of this meeting is to address the OML determination that
was returned from the State yesterday afternoon, which is attached for your review.
 
In the meantime, the Legal Department has instructed me to inform you all that the Attorney
General’s Office has ordered all voice mails, text messages, emails, or other documented
communications having to do with Jeff Donohue’s appointment, and the discussions that ensued
from that, are preserved and released on the public record. These must not be destroyed and I am
requesting you to forward all communications to me so I may list the communications in the meeting
minutes.
 
Per the attached determination, these communications must be released publicly within 45 days and
such action must be certified with the AGO proving they were released as ordered. Agenda posting to
follow on July 23 per our standard operating procedure.
Thank you for your corporation,
Carol Ann
 
 
 
Carol Ann T. Desiderio
City Clerk,
Registrar of Voters,
Commissioner to Qualify,
Notary Public,
Wedding Officiant

 
 
City of Malden
City Clerk’s Office
215 Pleasant Street, Room 220
Malden, MA 02148
Phone 781-397-7116
cityclerk@cityofmalden.org

facebook.com/cityofmalden

twitter.com/thecityofmalden

 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday: 8:00-5:00
Tuesday: 8:00-7:00
Friday: Closed

 

mailto:cityclerk@cityofmalden.org


 
To submit a public records request or FOIA, please visit https://www.cityofmalden.org/311/Public-Records-
Requests or email publicrecords@cityofmalden.org.
To submit a vital records request, please visit https://epay.cityhallsystems.com/ or email
vitalrecords@cityofmalden.org.
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